VIII
ARMENIAN REFUGEES

FOLLOWING the entry of Turkey into the War,
a French naval squadron sailed into Port Said harbour.
The appearance of the ships created some surprise,
for in local circles it was understood that Great
Britain had undertaken the sole responsibility of the
defence of Egypt. But within the course of the next
few days the presence of the squadron was explained.
The Vice-Admiral in commandl took some pains to
make known that his duties had no connexion with
the defence of the Suez Canal. The business of his
cruisers was to demonstrate off the coast of Syria.
In that country France claimed traditional interests
which she had no intention of relinquishing ; and the
dispatch of the squadron to Port Said may have been
intended to remind her Ally of that fact. Meanwhile
the Vice-Admiral declared a close blockade of Syrian
waters. With the number of cruisers under his
command D'Artige had no difficulty in accomplishing
the programme. Based on Port Said during the
following twelve months, the squadron patrolled
the coast incessantly. Evidently France was prepared
to take risks to preserve her rights in Syria : otherwise
the blockade, though effective enough, hardly appeared
of sufficient importance to justify the employment of
a powerful naval squadron on the duty, or the inci-
dental destruction by the warships of a few insigni-
ficant factories and supply dumps along the coastline
to balance the danger of cruising in Syrian waters.
It is true that the risk was almost negligible at first,
inasmuch as the Mediterranean in the winter months
x Vice-Admiral D'Artige du Fournet.